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NOTE 

Hypolycaena philippus philippus larva observed feeding on Coniodactyum 

chevalieri fungal galls parasitic to Ziziphus mucronata. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The larvae of the butterfly Hypolycaena philippus 

philippus Fabricius are known to be polyphagous, 

feeding on a variety of plant species from a number 

of different plant families. According to Otto et al. 

(2013), 10 genera from seven plant families are 

attributed to this butterfly species as host plants. A 

recent observation noted this species feeding on 

Ziziphus mucronata Willd., but more particularly 

on the Coniodactyum chevalieri fungal galls that 

are known to periodically infest Z. mucronata. 
 

OBSERVATIONS  
 

Some butterfly larvae are known to feed on the 

galls of certain Acacia (Senegalia) species. The 

uncommon butterfly species Virachola vansoni 

Pennington is the most pertinent example. Possibly 

the closest example of butterfly larvae feeding on 

a food source resembling a fungal form would be 

the cyanobacteria feeders. A number of these 

examples are to be found including Pentila 

tropicalis (Boisduval), Alaena species and 

Durbania species, all utilizers of lichen forms. 

 

The fungus C. chevalieri is an introduced species 

that has become problematic in that it grows 

virulently on Z. mucronata trees often leading to 

die-off of parts of the tree and sometimes to total 

destruction of individual trees. Maier et al. (2006), 

state that in the Greater Kruger National Park area 

this fungal species mainly erupts from the nodes of 

branches and on the fruits. The apical leaves of the 

branches wilt as a result. The infestation is not 

continual and may be entirely absent for a number 

of years probably returning following a good 

rainfall event. As indicated in the attached 

photographs the larva in question was actively 

feeding on the fungal galls when discovered. The 

anterior parts of the larva were covered in white 

fungal spores (Fig. 1) from the feeding activity. 

When the larva moved away from the feeding site 

due to the disturbance of collection, a clear circular 

area of feeding damage could be seen (Figs 2 & 3). 

On inspection other areas of feeding damage were 

noted on other galls on the specific tree but no 

other larvae were found. 
 

 
 A.J. Sharp 

Figure 1 – in situ photograph of H. p. philippus larva feeding 

on C. chevalieri galls 
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Figure 2 – fresh feeding damage on C. chevalieri galls 

 

Shortly after collection the larva pupated forming 

a typical Lycaenid chrysalis (Fig. 4). A week later 
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an adult female emerged confirming the species as 

Hypolycaena philippus philippus (Fig. 5). 
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Figure 3 – old feeding damage on C. chevalieri galls 
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Figure 4 – Chrysalis of H. p. philippus 
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Figure 5 – Adult H. p. philippus 

 

The discovery of this butterfly species on the 

unrecorded host plant Z. mucronata adds to the list 

given by Otto et al. (2013). Additional to this, the 

plant family Rhamnaceae is also now represented 

in the host plant list (Dyer, 1975). 
 

A thought to ponder. If the adult that emerges from 

the chrysalis is female, will it also oviposit on the 

C. chevalieri galls epidemic on Z. mucronata? 
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